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Renewed Life Church
DETOURS •  THE PROMOTION OF DETOURS •

GENESIS 41:1-14,25,37-41; JAMES 1:12; ROMANS 8:24-25 •  8/3/2020

MAIN POINT

Where there is anything that is meant to harm you, God can protect you in it and promote you because of it.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

How would you rate the level of “senioritis” you experienced in high school: non-existent (I loved high
school and didn’t want it to end), average (spring semester of senior year was a wash), or really bad
(“senioritis” started freshman year and never went away)? Explain.

Now describe a situation in your life you wanted to end but, unlike high school graduation, didn’t know when
or if it would end. Did you handle that situation differently than your “senioritis?” Explain.

Share an experience where you knew a detour was truly over and you were back on “the main highway,” as
Dr. Evans has depicted throughout this series.

Granted, high school isn’t really a detour, but to an 18-year-old it can certainly feel like one. You want it to end
because it is required, and you want to move on to something you get to choose. Detours are like that. They
aren’t something we choose, and they can seem to linger, but they are not forever. They are temporary, and we
will graduate out of them when we are ready. When we are ready, the changes we have experienced may
promote us to a better future.

WATCH SESSION 5—THE PROMOTION OF DETOURS

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 41:1-14,25,37-41

Based on everything you know about Joseph, including His character, relationship with the Lord, and the
previous events in His story, how hopeful about promotion do you think he was when he was summoned
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before Pharaoh? What reasons would he have had to be hopeful? What reasons would he have had not be
hopeful? If you were in his shoes, what do you think you would be thinking?

What have you learned about God’s timing through Joseph’s story? How have you seen God’s timing in your
experience with detours?

Dr. Evans explained, “Keep your eyes open for detours. The deeper He takes you, the further He wants you to
go.” That understanding involves faithfulness, and hope, on our parts, even when circumstances tempt us to
believe there is no hope. As we learned in the video session, God doesn’t limit Himself to human wisdom to get
us where He wants us to go. Just as quickly as He can allow a detour to take place, He can remove us from it.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JAMES 1:12.

What two things happen in this verse?

What have you learned about the character of God and how He rescues us from detours?

The verse describes the person who perseveres under trial and who subsequently receives a crown of life and
blessing for persevering. Dr. Evans noted this crown of life refers not only to our heavenly reward but also to
the abundant life on earth God promises. Therefore, the crown of life indicates a promotion of sorts—when we
faithfully endure, God moves us from the detour to our destined place. The verse also goes on to say that God
gives this gift to “those who love Him.”

How is love for God demonstrated in our trials and detours? How does love help you to persevere under
trial?

Using the illustration of an ironed shirt, Dr. Evans pointed out that heat, or discomfort, can shape us into
something better. How has God used “heat” to shape you into something He can use for His glory?

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 8:24-25

This passage brings us back around to the earlier question of hope. How are we to wait during our times of
detour? Why?

What area of your life could benefit from some more patience as you wait?

Have you ever experienced God promoting you after a time of trial, testing, or detour? In what way do you
look back and see how you were developed in this time?

God will frequently use a time of testing and trial in our lives to produce within us a new level of humility,
brokenness, and dependence upon Him. These are all qualities that lead to hope. We see how this was
produced in Joseph because once he became promoted, he handled himself with grace and mercy in front of
both Pharaoh and his brothers later on, never losing hope that God would fulfill His promises. God had to
prepare Joseph’s character for the great calling He had for him. His detours did just that.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How can Joseph’s detours encourage you while you’re on your own detour?

What are some practical ways we demonstrate humility and brokenness before the Lord in times of trial?
(i.e. prayer, confession, hopefulness, asking God to work in our situation and remaining obedient to Him.) If
you are in the midst of a trying detour, have you turned to God like Jacob did and asked Him to bless you?
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PRAYER

Thank God that He is entirely trustworthy. Confess that waiting is hard, and being broken is hard. Ask God to
help you continue to trust Him as you wait. Thank Him in advance for the promotion that is ahead.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 41:1-14,25,37-41

41:1-7 Pharaoh, the most powerful man in the world of his day, was also the Egyptian who received dreams
from God that were far-reaching in their implications. His two dreams, both on the same night, had essentially
identical plots, though the images were different. Both had 14 items, seven healthy and seven thin and sickly.
In both dreams the seven healthy things appeared first, only to be consumed by the afflicted ones. Both were
symbolic since they contained features not found in the real world.

41:8-14 These dreams clearly indicated trouble, but exactly what trouble was the question. To unravel the
mystery, Pharaoh summoned all the court magicians, who would have received instruction from ancient
Egyptian scrolls of dream interpretation. Pharaoh also summoned all of Egypt’s wise men to assist in the
critical task of discerning the dreams’ meanings. However, no one could interpret the dreams satisfactorily.
The crisis caused the chief cupbearer to remember how Joseph had accurately interpreted two mysterious
dreams two years earlier. Desperate for insight into his own dreams, Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph.
Prior to entering the royal court he had to be shaved—probably both his beard and scalp—and he put on
clothes made of linen, as was appropriate for the Egyptian court. Joseph’s change in appearance mirrored the
change that was about to occur in his career.

41:25-32 Joseph prefaced his interpretation with three important insights: first, Pharaoh actually had only one
dream (lit “Pharaoh’s dream is one”), though it was given twice using different symbols. Second, the dream’s
source was the one true God (lit “the God”). Third, it revealed what God was about to do.

41:37-46 Joseph’s insight into the dream, along with his ability to devise such an intelligent plan, convinced
Pharaoh that Joseph had God’s spirit in him. Pharaoh gave Joseph the Egyptian name Zaphenath-paneah
(“Then God Said, ‘Let Him Live’”) and a wife of high social status. Asenath (“She Who Belongs to the Goddess
Neith”) was the daughter of Potiphera, a priest at On (Heliopolis), the prestigious religious center of solar
worship in ancient Egypt. Joseph, who was now 30 years old, had been transformed by God in 13 years from
an imprisoned foreign slave to the world’s second most powerful man. He who had spent years in prison now
went throughout the land of Egypt overseeing a project that would save the lives of untold thousands.

JAMES 1:12

A double result is promised those who faithfully endure their trials. First is an inner reward of blessedness.
Blessed is the same term which appears repeatedly in the Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-12). It describes an inner
quality of joy resting in God and unaffected by external events. It is not a wish or statement of fact but a
joyous affirmation: “O the blessedness of the person who endures trials.” In the New Testament it often
describes people whom the world would never regard as blessed or fortunate in any sense— such as the
persecuted (Matt. 5:11-12). Having the trial is not a blessing in itself, but the stalwart endurance of the trial
brought blessing.

The second blessing is a gift from God, the crown of life. Crown did not refer to the ornament of a ruler but to a
garland wreath given to the victor in an athletic contest. God’s reward to us for faithfully enduring trials is not
a position of royalty over others. Rather, it is recognition from God for spiritual victory. The crown is not a
physical object but a spiritual privilege which gives a deeper, fuller life on earth (John 10:10) and an unending,
joyous life in the world to come. Enduring trials for his glory shows that we love God. God has stored up
marvelous blessings for those who love him.
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Four features in this section provide encouragement for people caught up in trials. First, God uses trials to
produce staying power in those who endure. Second, for those who seek it, God provides wisdom to
understand trials. Third, believers, whether rich or poor, find encouragement to rejoice over their position in life.
Fourth, God promises a reward to fill the believer with hope.

ROMANS 8:24-25

8:24. Our salvation ushers us into an entirely new present and future. Paul described the regeneration of the
entire created order and then affirmed it is in this hope we were saved. In English the word hope may refer to
an uncertain possibility, as in hoping our team wins or a disease is cured. The Greek word has an altogether
different meaning. Paul referred to Christian hope, which has no uncertainty. It is still in the future, not fully
realized; but its reality is beyond question. Our future is secure because of what God has done through Jesus
Christ. This is our certain hope.

8:25. Christians are saved, as the previous verse stated, but we look forward to the full realization of the
meaning of being saved. We hope for what we do not see describes the abiding mind-set of a Christian. We
eagerly wait describes our yearning. The necessary strength to embrace hope and continually wait is found in
the word patience. Difficult circumstances may seem to be direct evidence for either God’s lack of care or lack
of ability. But this is not the case. Difficult circumstances simply call for our need to endure. Endurance and
victory are often precisely the same.


