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Renewed Life Church
DETOURS •  THE PURPOSE OF DETOURS •

GENESIS 37:3-10,21-28,36; 39:2-10,21-23; JAMES 1:2-4 •  7/6/2020

MAIN POINT

God uses testings, trainings, temptations, and the detours that come along with them to take you to your
destiny.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When you take a road trip, do you like to stop along the way and enjoy the journey or get there as fast as you
can?

What about in the day to day of regular life—do you embrace unexpected stops or interruptions, or are you
usually trying to make it to the end of the day?

When has your life been going one direction and then something happened to make it change course? How
did you react toward that detour?

We tend to think about detours in terms of road travel when accidents and construction force us off our
intended path. In this series, Dr. Evans explores Joseph’s story in Genesis to help us understand the detours of
our lives and how the Lord sends them and uses them to draw us closer to Him.

WATCH SESSION 1—THE PURPOSE OF DETOURS.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 37:3-10.

Why did Joseph’s father love him more than the others? How did that favoritism impact Joseph and his
relationships?

Besides jealousy, why was it difficult for Joseph’s brothers to hear his dreams?
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Describe a time in your life when you needed some development to take place before being able to fully
live out your God-given destiny.

Despite Joseph’s messed up background and volatile history, God went on to use him in a position of great
influence and respect. Describe how this makes you feel. Why is it important to recognize this aspect of
Joseph’s life?

In the video session, Dr. Evans called it “construction.” Joseph’s dysfunctional family situation had caused
some problems God wanted to help Joseph work out. His character needed some development for God to use
him in the way He intended. It wasn’t that Joseph’s dreams weren’t true; it’s that it wasn’t time yet. This is why
we need to understand the purpose of detours. We won’t realize our full destiny if we won’t let God shape our
character, deal with our sins, flaws, fears, doubt, and immaturity.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 37:21-28, 36.

In what ways was God with Joseph, even during the horrific trial he was going through? In what ways would
these terrible events later prove to be a positive life detour?

When Joseph was in the pit, God sovereignly guided every step and used the difficult detour to ultimately get
Joseph in a position where he would one day be able to fully live out his destiny. It is important to know God
was with Joseph in the detours. He is with us in ours, too. In relating Joseph’s experience to ours today, Dr.
Evans said, “When God puts you in a test He puts you in a hole you can’t get out of, holding you hostage to a
problem you are unable to resolve. It forces you to depend on God at a higher level.”

Dr. Evans defined a biblical test as an adverse circumstance that God causes or allows to take place in our
lives to bring us to the next level of spiritual development. Do you ever take into consideration the purpose
of a detour? Does that influence how you respond to the detour?

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 39:2-10, 21-23.

Because the Lord was with Joseph, what were some of the things the people in authority over Joseph gave
him?

In what ways has God blessed you while you have been on what seems to be a “detour” in your life?

The Lord was with Joseph, and Joseph was with the Lord. Even in the difficulty, Joseph was aware of God’s
authority in his life. Joseph didn’t know the details of his destiny, but his obedience in the detours gave him the
opportunity to learn skills he would later need. God was using the detours to train and prepare Joseph. Joseph
acquired experience in leadership, management, handling staff, dealing with problems, and more.

Do you tend to embrace the lessons and make the most of the detours your life takes, or fight the situation,
effectively refusing to grow? Explain.

Describe a time in your own life when you had some growing up to do, and God used difficult circumstances
to aid you in that process. Did you sense God’s presence in the process? Explain.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JAMES 1:2-4.

What is the purpose of trials and testing (detours)? How should this change your perspective in the
detours?

Even in the worst mess of our lives, God always has a plan. Rather than fighting Him in the detours, we can
praise Him in the pain because He knows what He is doing. There will be detours in the journey to your destiny.
The purpose is your development.
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APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Is there an area in your life where you need to trust that God is at work? What steps can you take to do this?

Dr. Evans discussed three reasons God uses detours: to test us, train us, and prepare us for temptation. Can
you see any of these purposes at work in your current circumstances? Explain.

How can you help someone else who is going through a trial understand God’s purpose in it?

PRAYER

Thank God for His presence, power, and purpose in every circumstance you face. Invite Him to do whatever He
needs to do to develop you in preparation for what He has planned for you. Ask Him to make you into the
person He desires you to be, and to allow you to serve Him in ways you’ve only ever dreamed.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 37:2-11, 18-28, 36

37:2-4 The account begins with a description of 17-year-old Joseph, the central human figure in this section.
Jacob’s unequal treatment of his sons aroused great jealousy, so that Joseph’s brothers hated him. The robe
of many colors probably marked Joseph as Jacob’s chosen successor for clan leadership, especially since he
was the firstborn of Rachel, the only woman Jacob had ever intended to marry.

37:5-11 Like his father Jacob (28:12-15; 31:10-13), Joseph received two dreams from God during his lifetime.
Both portrayed Joseph as gaining a position of supremacy in his family, though the symbols differed greatly.
The first dream used an agricultural image (v. 7). The second, more important and wider in scope than the first,
was astronomical (vv. 9-10). The pairing of dreams with a shared meaning meant that God would certainly
make the events happen (41:32)

37:18-24 Joseph’s older brothers, all of whom hated him and were violent men (34:27-29) or even murderers
(34:25-26), plotted to kill him, calling him “the lord of the dreams” (that dreamer). Being skilled at deception as
well (34:13), the brothers also concocted the lie that a vicious animal ate him. They threw him into a dry cistern
designed to store water for the flocks.

37:25-28 The fact that Joseph’s brothers sat down to eat a meal soon after they disposed of him reveals how
brazenly sinful they were. Judah convinced seven of his brothers that it was more profitable to sell Joseph as
a slave than to kill him. According to 42:21, Joseph pleaded with his brothers, but to no avail. They sold him for
20 pieces of silver, the standard price for a teenage male slave.

37:36 Even as Jacob mourned his son’s death, Joseph—very much alive—was taken to Egypt and sold to
Potiphar, a prestigious military officer in the court of Pharaoh..

GENESIS 39:2-10, 21-23
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39:2-6 Because the Lord is God over the whole earth (1Ch 29:11; Ps 47:2; 83:18; 97:9), He was with Joseph
even in Egypt. God’s active presence in Joseph’s life made him successful. Potiphar noticed the teenage
Hebrew slave’s remarkable effectiveness, and as a result Joseph not only found favor with him, but was put in
charge of Potiphar’s entire household as well. With Joseph in charge, the Lord’s blessing extended to all that
Potiphar owned.

39:7-10 In contrast to his brother Judah, who sacrificed his honor for the pleasure of a prostitute (38:15-16),
Joseph refused the advances of his master’s wife. To commit adultery would have been a great evil and a sin
against God (cp. Ex 20:14). Potiphar’s wife persisted, telling Joseph day after day to “lie beside her” ( go to bed
with her).

39:21-23 The Lord, who is present in Sheol (Ps 139:8), was also with Joseph in prison. God, who is rich in
“faithful love” ( kindness; Hb chesed; see Ex 34:7), demonstrated His love by granting Joseph favor in the eyes
of the prison warden. For the third time in his life (cp. v. 4; Gen 37:14), Joseph was given authority over his
peers—in this case, all the prisoners who were in the prison. Mirroring Potiphar’s level of confidence in Joseph,
the warden did not “see anything in his hand” ( bother with anything under Joseph’s authority) because the
Lord caused everything Joseph did to be successful (Hb matsliach; cp. Ps 1:3 “prospers”).

JAMES 1:2-4

1:2. Trials are of many kinds, but believers can triumph over them. Verse 2 presents a command concerning
trials: Count it all joy . . . when you meet trials of various kinds. We should look at trials as an occasion for joy
because of their potential for producing something good in us. This calls us consciously to develop a positive
attitude toward trials, quite contrary to our normal response. Similarly, Hebrews regards trials as the discipline
a Father gives to help us share in God’s holiness (Heb. 12:10).

1:3-4. Verse 3 explains how believers can show pure joy as they face trials. We are to realize that God intends
the testing of our faith to produce perseverance. Without these trials, some character would be undeveloped.
God also uses trials to purge and remove defects from immature faith. Perseverance suggests endurance or
stamina. Verse 4 presents the spiritual outcome or result of a perseverance which attains its appointed role
within the believer. A believer with perseverance is perfect. This does not mean sinlessness or moral
flawlessness. It describes maturity, the state of being fully developed. Complete pictures someone who
possesses all the spiritual traits needed for moral completeness. People who endure trials with faith in God
can develop every trait needed for spiritual victory.


