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Renewed Life Church
DETOURS •  THE PROOF OF DETOURS •

GENESIS 39:19-20; 40:1-8; 41:9-16,32; 2 TIMOTHY 3:12 •  7/13/2020

MAIN POINT

There are ways we can know we are on a God-ordained detour, being guided by God toward the fulfillment of
His purpose in our lives.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

In your travels, have you ever taken one detour and then come to another detour? What do you do at that
point—turn around and try to find your way back to the starting point, keep going and hope for the best, or
pull over and consult your maps app? Explain.

What about in your spiritual life? Have you ever taken one detour and then found yourself facing a second
unexpected difficult circumstance (turn) shortly after? Explain. How did you feel?

Last week as we examined Joseph’s life, we discovered God has a specific purpose in the trials and difficulties
of life. God’s purpose is to develop us and draw us closer to Him so that we can fulfill our destiny. This week,
we’ll see that as Joseph’s story continued, there were signs he could know beyond a shadow of a doubt that
this wasn’t just a string of bad luck, but a God-ordained experience he was going through. And so can we.

WATCH SESSION 2—THE PROOF OF DETOURS.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A COUPLE VOLUNTEERS TO READ GENESIS 39:19-20 AND 2 TIMOTHY 3:12.

Recall the experience Joseph had in Genesis 39 with Potiphar’s wife who wanted to sleep with Joseph and
was repeatedly refused by him (Gen. 39:2-10). Joseph probably felt like he was finally escaping the pit his
brothers had thrown him in. Yet, Joseph found himself in trouble again at no fault of his own. And in verse 20,
Joseph found himself in another pit because Potiphar’s wife had falsely accused him of rape.
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How do you think Joseph felt knowing he made a good moral decision but seemingly wound up worse off
because of it? What are some ways he might have responded?

Have you ever done something that was the righteous thing to do in the sight of God, but you suffered as a
result of it? What lessons did you learn from that experience?

Put 2 Timothy 3:12 in your own words. Why is this true?

Throughout Scripture we find this truth—you will suffer for being righteous. Therefore, suffering for
righteousness is a sign of a God-ordained detour. In fact, if you never get negative repercussions in your life for
decisions you make, then that is a good sign you might not be living a godly life. Jesus Himself suffered; if we
imitate His behavior, we will suffer, too. Everyone is not going to be your friend if you are serious about Jesus
because you will have to make choices that go against the grain. 1 Peter 2:20 tells us how to respond when we
do. We are to endure our suffering with continued righteousness.

ASK A COUPLE VOLUNTEERS TO READ GENESIS 40:1-8 AND GENESIS 41:32.

In the video session, Dr. Evans noted that one proof of detours is that God allows the same thing to happen
to you twice. What ways does this concept of “twice” show up in this passage? (Hint: Think about Joseph’s
ability to interpret his own dream as a young man.)

Has God confirmed any situation in your life through this pattern of “twice”? Share some of the details and
what you learned from the experience.

In Genesis 41:32, what conclusion did Joseph draw about God’s use of “twice”? Why do you think Joseph
stated that the matter would be carried out soon since the dream was given twice?

When Joseph was a slave in Potiphar’s house, Potiphar promoted him and made him head over everything.
Later, when Joseph languished in jail, the same thing happened. The jailer took notice of him and put him in
charge over everything at the prison. By repeating this pattern of “twice” throughout Joseph’s story, God was
revealing His sovereign involvement. Scripture often says that by two or three witnesses, a matter will be
confirmed (2 Cor. 13:1; Deut. 19:15). God will always confirm His will. He will always validate His Word. We
should be mindful to pay attention to what God is doing in our lives, and in particular the repetition of similar
things God does or says.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ GENESIS 41:9-16.

It had been two years since Joseph interpreted the chief cupbearer’s dream (Genesis 41:1). Joseph may have
felt forgotten, but God was still at work. While Joseph endured yet another day in jail, the wisdom of the wisest
men in Egypt fell short for Pharaoh who had experienced alarming and confusing dreams. This left Pharaoh at
a loss for what to do next—that is, until God caused the cupbearer to remember Joseph and to speak up.

Summarize the words of the cupbearer and what happened as a result of his testimony to Pharaoh.

Is there something in your life that you thought was going to be brought about, changed, fixed, or redeemed
but several years have passed since you first had that belief? How does this passage encourage you to just
hang in there and wait well for God’s timing?

Compare and contrast Joseph’s spirit in his response to Pharaoh in verses 14-16 with the spirit he had
toward his brothers as a teenager. In what ways had Joseph matured?

Is there something in your life that has happened which can only be explained as an act of God? Explain.

God helping you in ways you cannot explain is more proof that your detours are part of His ordained plan for
your life. When Joseph was moved from the prison to the palace, he had no other way to explain it except for
God, who had used one mess after another to accomplish His purposes and bring Joseph to his destiny.
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Understanding this, we need to let go of the need to figure out “how” God will move, and simply trust instead
that He will.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What did Dr. Evans mean when he said, “Sometimes you have to take by faith what you do not feel”? How
have you experienced this truth in your own life?

God gave Joseph people to serve who were in the same type of situation he was in. Why is it important for
you to minister to others during your times of misery? What are some practical ways you can do that, even
when you don’t feel like it?

How can knowing that God is in your detours help you respond rightly in those situations in the days ahead?

PRAYER

Thank God for being in control and always making a way when there seems to be none. Ask Him to forgive you
for trying to maneuver your life to your own destination rather than trusting Him. Invite Him to give you the
strength for obedience and righteousness in the detours.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 39:19-20

When Potiphar’s wife repeated the story to her husband, she framed the lie in a way that placed the blame
squarely on him. Her story made Potiphar furious. Without investigating the truth of her claims, Potiphar
declared Joseph guilty. But instead of killing him, he had him thrown into prison (lit “the round house”). Why?
Ancient Jewish opinion held that Potiphar’s wife intervened because she hoped to take advantage of Joseph
later. Perhaps this is true. It is also possible that Potiphar already distrusted his wife and thus doubted the
truth of her story.

GENESIS 40:1-8

40:1-4 After Joseph had been imprisoned for a number of years and was now 28 years old (41:1,46), Pharaoh
“became furious” ( was angry; Hb qatsaph) with two high-ranking officials (Hb saris), the chief cupbearer and
the chief baker. Though Potiphar was also a “captain of the guard,” this detention center was apparently
located in someone else’s house since it was the same location where Joseph was confined. Because of their
high rank, the cupbearer and baker were given certain privileges even in prison: Joseph, as a young Hebrew
slave, was assigned as their personal attendant. The officials stayed in prison for “days” ( some time).

40:5-8 During their confinement the royal cupbearer and baker each had a dream during the same night—the
third and fourth non-Israelites to have dreams with divinely inspired meanings (cp. Abimelech, 20:3; Laban,
31:24). When they awoke the men were distraught (lit their “faces were bad”) because there was no
professional Egyptian dream interpreter present. Joseph told them that accurate interpretations belong to
God. And since the Lord was with Joseph even in prison (39:2,21,23), the men were directed to tell their
dreams to him.



Page 4 of 4

GENESIS 41:9-16, 32

41:8-14 These dreams clearly indicated trouble, but exactly what trouble was the question. To unravel the
mystery, Pharaoh summoned all the court magicians, who would have received instruction from ancient
Egyptian scrolls of dream interpretation. Pharaoh also summoned all of Egypt’s wise men to assist in the
critical task of discerning the dreams’ meanings. However, no one could interpret the dreams satisfactorily.
The crisis caused the chief cupbearer to remember how Joseph had accurately interpreted two mysterious
dreams two years earlier. Desperate for insight into his own dreams, Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph.
Prior to entering the royal court he had to be shaved—probably both his beard and scalp—and he put on
clothes made of linen, as was appropriate for the Egyptian court. Joseph’s change in appearance mirrored the
change that was about to occur in his career.

41:15-16 Fluent in the Egyptian language after 13 years in the land, Joseph listened intently as Pharaoh
described his problem. With humility Joseph confessed to Pharaoh that he was unable to interpret the dreams,
but confidently added that his God would give Pharaoh the information he desired.

41:32. Joseph prefaced his interpretation with three important insights: first, Pharaoh actually had only one
dream (lit “Pharaoh’s dream is one”), though it was given twice using different symbols. Second, the dream’s
source was the one true God (lit “the God”). Third, it revealed what God was about to do.

2 TIMOTHY 3:12

3 But persecutions are not reserved for super saints and apostles. In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. Timothy had experienced it before, was suffering under it now, and
would undoubtedly continue in the sufferings of Christ after Paul’s execution. Distress belongs to the believer
who commits himself to loyal obedience and growth in godliness. But it remains in the hands of each believer
to choose the life of godly obedience or shy away into the shadow of compromise.


