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MAIN POINT

No matter what, Jesus is the one thing that can’t be taken away.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Think back to our group last week. What was one thing that you heard or learned that stuck with you?

This week’s session is about blessings and joy. What’s the greatest gift you have ever received and why?

Sometimes we value something in and of itself. Other times—and most often with gifts—the value of
something is enhanced by the relationship of the person who gave is to us or by the history behind the gift. In
this session, Jefferson Bethke will help us see the greatest gift is Jesus Himself. We must love Jesus for who
He is rather than what we hope to get from Him.

WATCH THE SESSION THREE VIDEO FEATURING JEFFERSON BETHKE.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

What was your biggest takeaway from the video?

In the video, Jefferson asked some penetrating questions that will help us know whether we are loving Jesus
Himself, or only loving what Jesus can give us.

If everything in your life were taken away, would Jesus be enough? How do you know?

What would cause the most damage if it were taken from you?

When have you tried to use God to get things you wanted?

We might be tempted to believe that if God is good and really loves us, He will bless us with more things. But
health, wealth, and success aren’t proof of God’s favor or of a right relationship with Him. In fact, desiring
God’s gifts more than the Giver Himself is idolatry and will never satisfy. When we do this, we are using God,
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not loving Him. Jesus taught us about the nature of gifts and the nature of the Giver in the Sermon on the
Mount.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 6:19-21.

What does Jesus teach about the source of our hope and happiness?

These verses show us the foolishness of running after earthly things; material objects are all going to be
destroyed. Jesus has a better way. When we see Him and His kingdom as our ultimate source of hope and
happiness, we can make sure we are chasing after the right things.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:35-39.

What encouragement do these verses and the story of Dmitri provide about the love of Jesus and your
circumstances?

These verses remind us that there will always be things that threaten to make us think God has left us. But
during times of difficulty, we can rest assured that even if everything else is gone, Jesus can never be taken
away from us. He is our ultimate treasure.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JAMES 1:17.

When do you most often focus on gifts instead of the Giver?

How can you focus on the Giver instead of just gifts?

It’s human nature to become obsessed with the gifts God gives us. We turn good things into our gods and
worship them, giving them our affection and allowing them to consume our lives. Again, Jesus doesn’t just
offer us gifts; He offers us the greatest gift of Himself.

HAVE TWO VOLUNTEERS READ JOHN 10:10 AND JOHN 15:11.

What does Jesus want to give us?

In your own words, how would you answer the question Jefferson asked in the video: What’s the point of
following Jesus?

The one who has truly encountered Jesus knows that Jesus is enough. He’s better than good things and
better than bad times. Jesus is the Giver and the greatest gift—the One who will never be taken away.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What is one gift in your life that you are tempted to love more than Jesus? What are some active ways you
can change your perspective about this gift?

What are some other ways you can focus your gratitude not only on the gifts of God but on Jesus Himself?

Is there a situation in your life right now where you feel like you are losing something? How can you see
that situation as an opportunity to make sure you love the Giver more than His gifts?
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PRAYER

As you pray to close your group, confess your tendency to make idols out of God’s gifts. Pray that you and
your group would recommit yourselves to loving God chiefly as the Giver.

Visit LifeWay.com/JesusIsGreater to purchase the Bible study book of Jesus > Religion for more in-depth
individual and group study.

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 6:19-21

The last half of Matthew 6 deals with wrong perspectives regarding the material realm—in a word, money. In
6:19-24 Jesus dealt with our greed, while in 6:25-34 He dealt with our anxiety over basic necessities. These two
problems are actually cousins to each other, because both display a lack of trust in the Father and a lack of
eternal perspective.

It is not as obvious in this portion of the sermon that Jesus was confronting the hypocritical religious leaders
and contrasting them with the truly righteous kingdom servant. But in the context of the entire Sermon on the
Mount (especially the theme of 5:20—exceeding the “righteousness” of the Pharisees), we may assume that
such a contrast was intended. This is clear in light of the greed of the religious leaders (see 21:12-17).

There is a connection between this portion of the Sermon on the Mount and its immediate context (6:1-18). In
the preceding section, Jesus contrasted the earthly reward of men’s attention with the heavenly reward from
the Father. In 6:19, He contrasts the transience of earthly wealth with the permanence of heavenly wealth.
Even the teachings on anxiety (6:25-34) peak with the exhortation to seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness (6:33) in the assurance that the fulfillment of our earthly needs will naturally follow. All of
Matthew 6 seems to be saying, “Look up!” when our natural tendency is to look at the world around us (see
Col. 3:1-2).

6:19-21. Verses 19 and 20 are almost exact parallels, designed for easy understanding and easy
memorization. This is a critical passage. Here the King drew an ultimate contrast between on earth and in
heaven. He urged His followers to forget earth and think of heaven. We must not waste our time trying to get
ahead in this world. It is the same idea He taught in 16:24-27. What does it profit a person “if he gains the
whole world”? Jesus was demanding that His disciples look up and ahead—“for the Son of Man is going to
come in His Father’s glory . . . and then He will reward each person according to what he has done” (Matt.
16:27).

Jesus was summarizing why the kingdom servant is motivated to practice righteous acts. It is not for
temporary honor among men on earth, but for eternal reward before the Father in heaven. The point of this life
is preparation for the world to come. The present tense verb here can best be translated, “Stop storing up
treasures on earth!” But Jesus does specifically command us to store up for yourself in heaven. Moths were
universally known as a destructive force (Job 4:19; Isa. 50:9; 51:8). Burglary was especially common in the day
of mud-brick homes. Break is the Greek term meaning “break through.” It literally means “dig through.” There is
no permanence in this world. You cannot take your treasure with you into the next world, but you can send it
on ahead through kingdom-oriented stewardship.

Jesus not only saw nothing wrong with His followers working for reward; He went so far as to command it.
The New Testament clearly encourages it (e.g., 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 9:24-27). Jesus’ words in the last few verses of
the Bible emphasize it: “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according
to what he has done” (Rev. 22:12).
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This concept of storing up heavenly treasure by doing good works was common in rabbinic tradition, and so it
would have been easily understood by Jesus’ audience and Matthew’s readers. The conditional “if” statements
of 6:22b–23a are parallel, again using the form of poetic wisdom literature.


