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MAIN POINT

Christianity is radically different from all other world religions.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When have you been surprised because something was better than you expected?

When have you missed out on something great or found yourself in an awkward situation due to a
misunderstanding?

Have you ever considered that maybe what you know of Christianity comes more from misunderstanding than
what the Bible actually says? Over the next six sessions, we’re going to be challenged to set aside our
preconceived ideas about religion and honestly reconsider the person of Jesus. Through this first session,
Jefferson Bethke will challenge us to consider that maybe life with Jesus is not only different, but actually
better, than we thought.

WATCH THE SESSION ONE VIDEO FEATURING JEFFERSON BETHKE.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

What was your biggest takeaway from the video? How did it challenge the way you are currently seeing
Jesus and religion?

Jefferson shared that he had tried religion and then walked away from it, only to realize that he had
misunderstood Jesus and what being a Christian truly was.

Can you relate? In what ways have you misunderstood Jesus or Christianity?

How did you come to a better understanding?

If we have misunderstandings about Jesus or Christianity, then we must return to the Bible. What we’ll find
there is not a dusty book of rules and regulations, but a grand narrative of God’s grace with Jesus as the hero.
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EPHESIANS 2:4-10.

What does this passage say about Jesus being greater than religion?

How have you experienced being either good or bad at climbing the ladder and accepting the resulting
pride or despair?

Have you experienced the spiritual struggle Jefferson mentioned, feeling as if you were brought to life only
to become aware of your struggle with sin?

Because we are dead in our sin, it’s impossible for us to come to God on our own. This is what makes
Christianity different than any other religion and Jesus different than any other Savior. Instead of us trying to
climb the ladder to reach God, Jesus came down the ladder to reach us.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:10-11.

What hope do we have knowing the resurrection happened and we can live in that truth?

In what other things have you put your hope and happiness?

Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can know for certain that God will make us alive forever in Christ. Because
we will love forever with Him, even when everything else around us passes away, we must put all our hope and
stake all our happiness in Him.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 4:5.

How does the fact that God justifies the ungodly give you freedom in this group and in life?

How are you encouraged to hear that the Bible is full of broken, messed-up people who were loved and
changed by God’s grace?

What else did Jefferson say that was encouraging, convicting, or clarifying?

As Jefferson told us, we’re all looking to be known, to be loved, and to have purpose. Only Jesus can give us
that. The incredible news of grace is that God will meet us, in Christ, right where we are. When we let our guard
down, we can be made right and transformed.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How has this session challenged your assumptions about Jesus and religion?

What is one practical way you are going to dig further into the truth of the real Jesus this week?

How does this study change the way you view someone specific in your life—someone who you might have
seen as “too messed up” for grace?

PRAYER
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As you close your group in prayer, thank God for true grace that comes in Christ. Ask Him to help you and your
group, over the next several sessions, to have a more pure view of who Jesus is and what He has done.

Visit LifeWay.com/JesusIsGreater to purchase the Bible study book of Jesus > Religion for more in-depth
individual and group study.

COMMENTARY

EPHESIANS 2:4-10

2:4-5 Paul turned from diagnosing our spiritual death to describing our new life in Christ. He began by piling up
three overlapping terms that describe the divine basis for our salvation. We owe everything to God’s character.
First, notice the reference to God’s “mercy.” Mercy is “the disposition to act compassionately in response to the
plight of someone in need.” Second, notice the reference to God’s “love,” His sacrificial concern. Paul stressed
the abundance of God’s love just as he had noted the abundance of His mercy: it was great. The third term
Paul used to express the basis of salvation in God’s character is “grace.” Grace is similar to mercy and love but
with a special distinction. The emphasis in the term grace is a person’s showing undeserved favor toward
someone who has sinned against that person. The first benefit of receiving salvation by grace is that God
made us alive. When Christ was raised from the dead, God saw all believers as united with Him.

2:6-7 The second benefit of receiving God’s salvation by grace through faith is that God raised us up. Thus
when Jesus visibly ascended from earth to heaven, God saw believers as being spiritually united with Him in
His ascension. We are now citizens of heaven (see Phil. 3:20). We no longer have to live as those bound to the
sinful world, the flesh, and the Devil. Our true identity is in the heavens. The third benefit of salvation Paul
named is that God seated us. After His resurrection and ascension, Jesus sat down at the right hand of God
(see Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 12:2). He is there now, and God considers believers already to be sharing Christ’s eternal
victory.

2:8-9 It’s too often typical for us humans to suppose that our actions can help earn our eternal life. Paul wrote
that this is never true. But then he went on to explain the role that good works have in the life of those who are
saved. Trusting wholly in God’s provision is the opposite of trusting in one’s own contribution to salvation. The
whole of our redemption—past, present, and future—is God’s gift, by His initiative. For this reason, no one can
boast about a personal contribution to salvation. Heaven will be filled with the praises of Christ’s glory and His
works. No human display of works can compare to the riches of God’s grace toward those who once were
dead in their sins but now are alive with Christ.

2:10 One of the goals of salvation for us is the fruit of Christlike character and of good deeds. In eternity past
God prepared ahead of time that His redeemed people would do these good works as evidence of His grace.
Here is His power not only in giving us new life but also in helping us to walk in good works throughout this life
and into eternity. We cannot do anything to earn salvation. Yet God means for us who have received salvation
to produce good works. If we have been given new life, raised with Christ, and seated with Him, we will
certainly do good works as evidence that we have received this great salvation.


