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Renewed Life Church
DETOURS •  THE PATIENCE OF DETOURS •

PSALM 105:17-19; GENESIS 37:9; 42:6; JOHN 21:20-23; JAMES 5:7-11 •  7/20/2020

MAIN POINT

When you have to wait on God, don’t quit. Keep going, listening for His guidance along the way because He
knows where your detour is headed and how to link it to your future path.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Name a common situation where you often have to wait and it drives you crazy.

Would your friends describe you as patient or impatient? Your family? Your coworkers? Why is it easy to
wait in some scenarios, while in others you are impatient?

Now name a time God made you wait—or is asking you to wait right now—for something longer than you
anticipated. How did you handle (are you handling) the situation?

When we talk about the detours God allows in our lives order to develop us, biblical patience should always be
a key part of the discussion. Waiting is a natural outcome of any detour. In today’s discussion, we’ll talk about
what it means to practice patience rightly when God puts you on a detour that seems to be taking too long—
especially when the wait includes pain.

WATCH SESSION 3—THE PATIENCE OF DETOURS.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A FEW VOLUNTEERS TO READ PSALM 105:17-19, GENESIS 37:9, AND GENESIS 42:6.

Describe the anticipated outcome Joseph most likely had in Genesis 37:9. Compare that anticipated
outcome to what actually happened in Genesis 42:6.

From what we’ve learned so far about Joseph in Genesis, would you say he exercised godly patience?
Explain.
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What do you learn about God in Joseph’s story and in Psalm 105:17-19? How does it make you feel to know
God doesn’t operate on your timetable?

It would be twenty-two years between the time Joseph had his dream and the time that dream came true.
Twenty-two years is a long time to wait for something. But what we see from Joseph’s life and his eventual
position of bringing hope, food, and life to starving nations was twenty-two years well spent in preparing for
such an important destiny. But more than learning about Joseph, the account of his life teaches us about God.
In the video session, Dr. Evans noted, “The test was going to go until the time was finished.” Only God
determines that time. He is in control, working simultaneously on His program and His people.

What are some of the lessons you’ve learned about God while in seasons of waiting?

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JOHN 21:20-23.

What does it say about us that we, like Peter, are prone to compare our seasons of waiting with someone
else’s?

How does comparison affect your attitude in your waiting?

Can it be said that comparison is a form of complaining? Explain.

To wait on the Lord, biblical patience means to not go outside of God to fix or bring about the issue for which
you are waiting. One of the ways we do that is by comparing ourselves to others. What Jesus said to Peter, He
also meant for us—God’s timetable for another person is not God’s timetable for you. As Dr. Evans pointed out,
“You cannot look at another brother or sister and make that your prescription.” We’re all different in terms of
the earthly tasks God has for us to do, and He knows what He’s doing—even when you think He’s doing
nothing.

If we are going to compare, we should base it on response rather than circumstance. Who among your
family and friends has effectively modeled biblical patience for you? What have you learned by observing
their responses in seasons of waiting?

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ JAMES 5:7-11.

What actions or attitudes does a farmer take to wait patiently for his or her crop to grow? In what ways can
you apply these actions or attitudes to your own life?

Describe a situation in your life where it would look differently if you were to endure rather than respond in
impatience, complaint, or doubt. What would change?

What does this passage reveal that God will supply when we wait well?

A person who has a complaining spirit—someone who has a pattern of whining about their situation or about
God—is not waiting well. Complaining reveals a lack of faith. Complaining reveals a heart seeking the solution
more than the lesson on the journey to the solution. Instead of complain, we should worship God as we wait
on Him, because He’s all we have and He is enough.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Based on today’s lesson, how do you want to wait differently in the detours God allows in your life?
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Is there a situation currently where you’ve been tempted to go outside of God to resolve the issue? What
are some practical steps that can help you resist that temptation?

Name one outcome related to your spiritual development you want to see take place in your life. How is
patience related to every other spiritual character trait God wants to develop in you?

PRAYER

Thank God for the trustworthiness of His Word and the knowledge that He is working all things out behind the
scenes for your good and His glory. Invite Him to help you wait in such a way that honors Him. Ask Him, in His
grace, to give you signs of His goodness while you wait.

COMMENTARY

PSALM 105:17-19

105:17. Jacob’s son Joseph, sold by his brothers to nomads, entered the land of Egypt and was providentially
raised to a high office in Pharaoh’s court (Gen 37:12-26; 45:5).

105:18. Joseph was unjustly imprisoned in Egypt following accusations by Potiphar’s wife (Gen 39:20).

105:19. Tested describes the smelting process that removed dross from fine metal. Joseph’s imprisonment
increased his trust in the Lord. Pharaoh eventually released him because of his prophetic dreams and
interpretations and he installed Joseph over his house, all his possessions, and all other officials (Gen 41:39-
42).

GENESIS 37:5-11; 42:6

37:9-11. In Joseph’s second dream he saw the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowing before him. He told this
dream to his father as well as his brothers. The interpretation of the sun, moon, and eleven stars are recorded
in the words of Jacob, who asked, Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to
the ground before you? The subsequent reactions of the father and brothers are distinct in that his brothers
were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. Perhaps this occurred because Jacob knew the
Lord could speak in dreams (Gen. 28:12-16) and he also knew that the Lord’s words in dreams came true
(Gen. 35:7).

Since Joseph’s birth mother Rachel had previously died (Gen. 35:19), the reference to his mother must be taken
as a reference to his stepmother Leah, who bore six of the twelve boys (Gen. 35:23). Jacob never dealt with
the jealousy of his sons. The next story will indicate how that jealousy bore fruit.:32)

42:6. Of all the places in Egypt to which Joseph’s brothers might have journeyed, and of all the people with
whom they might have dealt, it was to Joseph that they came to purchase food. God’s sovereignty is clearly
seen here. Even if Joseph stationed himself at the most likely storage city on the route from Canaan, and even
if Joseph insisted on seeing anyone coming from Canaan, it is still amazing that this meeting took place with
all the possible variables present.

When the brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. This was a direct, though
still partial, fulfillment of Genesis 37:10 where his father had asked Joseph, “Will your mother and I and your
brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?”.
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JOHN 21:20-23

21:20-21. We must not forget that Jesus spoke to a pre-Pentecost Peter. When he learned about his own
death, Peter apparently glanced at John and asked a question about which he may have felt embarrassment
for the rest of his life: Lord, what about him? He might have meant, “I’m more concerned about my brother
John.” More likely, however, the Peter we know and love would have responded to the prophecy by saying, “If I
have to die, so does John.”

Parents and teachers of children about 9-11 know this attitude only too well. Whether it is a test in the
classroom or a game on the playground, kids love to complain, “It’s not fair.” In Tasker’s words, “Peter and
John have different vocations; but neither is to question why the other’s vocation should be different from his
own. What is that to thee? (21:22) is Jesus’ rebuke to Peter when he shows himself ideally curious about the
future of his friend; and the last word of Jesus to Peter is similar to his first, Follow thou me” (Tasker, p. 231).

21:22-23. Jesus’ response took the form of a mild rebuke and the command to follow. He allowed no
comparison with how God leads others or what he gives them while we feel we may have endured great
sacrifice. John would live longer than Peter, though there is no reason Peter would infer this from the text. The
key is not how long John would live nor that he would live until the Lord’s return (the if looms large here). The
main thing is that each Christian should follow Christ in whatever manner he or she is called.

Nevertheless, rumors spread among the brothers—a malady that has worsened in the church over two
thousand years. John felt the need to correct it, so he stated the exact words of Jesus. John lived into his
nineties, history tells us, but he certainly did not have an exemption from death. The argument had nothing to
do with longevity or death; it focused exclusively on Peter’s attitude regarding God’s will for his life.

JAMES 5:7-11

5:7. In light of God’s ultimate justice, James exhorted his brothers to be patient. The Greek term rendered be
patient means “to be long-suffering,” “to endure.” Rather than to seek revenge for wrongs, we are to live in
anticipation of the Lord’s coming—Christ’s return. An illustration from farming presses James’s point. The
farmer plows his field and sows his seed. He eagerly expects a crop of precious fruit, which he holds dear
because of his toil and his dependence on it for survival. The early and the late rains refer to the promised
land’s two rainy periods. The early rains began during October and lasted for a couple of months, and the late
rains began in February or March and also lasted a couple of months. These rains usually came gradually. The
farmer sowed his seed when the early rains came and softened the earth. Then he anticipated the late rains to
cause the grain to grow to maturity. Farmers depended on these crucial rains for crop production. Without
them, people could face famine.

5:8. Believers are to follow the farmer’s example of perseverance. In light of Christ’s imminent return, we are to
strengthen our hearts. We are to persevere in faith and renew our courage and commitment. Our phrase “just
around the corner” captures the sense of the words is near. Living in light of Christ’s return should give
believers staying power, because at His return believers will be vindicated and the wicked oppressors will be
judged.

5:9. The Greek term rendered complain means “to groan” or “to sigh” inwardly and then “to verbalize ill feelings
toward someone.” In this context it has the sense of blaming others for one’s difficulties. James wanted
believers to stop murmuring or grumbling against one another so they would not be judged. Again he echoed
words of Jesus (Matt. 7:1-2). The word look calls attention to and emphasizes a strong warning: Jesus, the
Judge, is on the threshold and is about to enter (see v. 8). With the Judge so near, how can believers continue
to grumble against and find fault with one another? Verse 9 does not mean Christians will face the same
judgment as the wicked (vv. 1-6). Instead, believers will be judged on the basis of their relationship with Christ,
and the wicked will be judged on the basis of their lack of a relationship with Him.

5:10. James pointed believers to the prophets as a group for an outstanding example of suffering and
patience. The Greek noun translated example comes from a verb that means “to copy under.” It refers to
students’ receiving copies of correctly formed letters to use in honing their writing skill. They practiced writing
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the alphabet under these excellent models. James referred to Hebrew prophets as models of perseverance.
Jewish believers would mentally review their history for prophets such as Jeremiah who were persecuted but
endured. The prophets persevered under pressure; thus, they were worthy examples of steadfastness.

5:11. See calls attention to James’s emphasis. Those who endured were worthy of congratulations and praise.
The word for endured is different from the term for “patience” in verses 7-8 that also has the element of
endurance. The word in verse 11 conveys the sense of bearing up under a load without collapsing and of
taking blows and having the strength to strike back.

These believers had heard of Job’s endurance, perhaps in synagogue settings in which Job was presented as
an example of perseverance. He was not patient in our usual meaning of the word; he “had it out” with God,
but he remained steadfast in his faith. We know the outcome from the Lord for Job—the vindication God
provided. That God restored Job demonstrates He is very compassionate and merciful. The Greek word
rendered very compassionate means “full of pity or of tender affections.” It conveys great kindness. The term
merciful has the idea of being moved by another’s suffering. We can count on God’s active kindness and
empathy as we endure hardships.


